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Name
(Common) COPCO Prospect Plant #1

(Historic) Prospect Hydroelectric Plant

Address Mill Creek Drive. one mile southwest

of Prospect. Oregon

Present Owner Pacific Power & Light Comganv

Address 920 S.W. 6th Ave.. Portland. OR 97204

Original Use Community Watertower and Diversion
Canal

Date of Construction Ca. 1927. 1931
------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------------------- -------

Physical description of property and statement of historical significance:

The Prospect Hydroelectric Plant Company community watertower is a steel water storage
tank, mounted on top of a steel frame structure, located on the south side of Mill
Creek Drive, southwest of Prospect, Oregon. The watertower was constructed during the
late 1920's. The diversion canal was built ca. 1930-31.

The Ray Interests, through the Rogue River Electric Company, formed the Prospect
Construction Company on March 23, 1911, to build the Prospect Hydroelectric Plant, on
the north fork of the Rogue River near Prospect, Oregon, and a transmission line from
Prospect to Gold Ray Plant (see file sheet). The Prospect One Plant and Line Number 6,
from Prospect to Gold Ray, were completed and placed in operation February 20, 1912.
Dr. C. R. Ray and Colonel Frank H. Ray, founders of the Ray Interests, were major
developers and promoters during the early 20th century of commercial hydroelectric energy
in the Rogue River Valley. On January 1, 1912, the Rogue River Electric Company,
Prospect Construction Company and several other regional operations were consolidated
under California-Oregon Power Company (COPCO).

The Prospect Hydroelectric Plant Number Two and Transmission Line Number 19, to the
COPCO Two Plant, on the Klamath River in California, were built in 1927, and were in
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